250              Live-Stock and Poultry Diseases
continual rubbing  and  frequently  bare  spots   are   seen Whenever sheep are observed to scratch or rub themselves, lice, mites  or ticks  should  be  suspected  and  a  carefu examination made.
Treatment for lice
Dipping is the surest and best Tray to rid sheep of lice and this should be done when the number warrants the labor involved. The treatment will kill all three kinds, but two dippings fourteen days apart are necessary to get rid of the lice that hatch from nits after the first application. All of the coal-tar dips sold under various trade names are reliable and should be used according to the directions on the container. Dipping should never be practiced in the winter. Powders are better for winter use. Sometimes the coal-tar solution is used in a sprayer, but this is not satisfactory because it is almost impossible to penetrate the wool thoroughly.
Hand applications of lice dusting powders are not efficient but are often necessary during the winter months when dipping is out of the question. Sodium fluoride is very effective to kill the biting lice, but is of no value when used against the blood-sucking varieties. The dust may be applied by hand, from a sprinkler can, or with a blower, being careful not to rub the powder into the skin and keeping it away from the mouth, nose, and rectum. About 5 pounds of this powder will treat 100 sheep at a cost of about 2 cents an animal. Although this treatment does not eradicate the lice completely, it will make life easier for the sheep until they can be dipped safely. It takes about fifteen minutes to treat one animal. The powder is non-poisonous to man or animal when properly used.
Both the biting and sucking lice may be destroyed by almost any of the commercial louse powders that contain a large percentage of pyrethrum or naphthalene.
Equal parts of powdered sabadilla seed and sulfur may also be used in the form of a dusting powder. It usually